
Title: Rich Towards God (Part 2) 

Passage: Luke 12:13-21 
 
Context of Passage 
- Jesus previously discussed the call and cost of being a disciple 
Luke 12:8-9 (call) 
“And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man also will acknowledge 
before the angels of God, but the one who denies me before men will be denied before the angels of 
God. 
Luke 12:11 (cost) 
And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not be anxious 
about how you should defend yourself or what you should say, 
 
Overview 
I. Problem 
II. Principle 
III. Parable (of the Rich Fool) 
IV. Punchline 
 
I. Problem 
Luke 12:13 
Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 
 
II. Principle 
Luke 12:15 
And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does 
not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 
Matthew 13:22 
As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world 
and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 
John 17:3 
And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 
Her 9:23 
Jeremiah 9:23-24 
Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his 
might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he 
understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and 
righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the Lord.” 
 
III. Parable of the Rich Fool 
 
IV. Punchline 
Luke 12:20-21 
But God said to him, Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 
 
Two Key Faults of the Fool 
1) never saw beyond himself 
Psalms 14:1 
The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 
They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds; there is none who does good. 
2) never saw beyond this world 



Hebrews 9:27 
And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 
 
Key Point: Being right with God with your attitude and handling of finances is key to being a 
disciple 
- what our hands are doing with money shows our heart towards God - what God is towards us (J. 
Piper) 
Matthew 6:24 
“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 
- Bible uses the word “give” or “giving” 2,000+ times (more than the word “love”) 
- You can give without loving but you cannot love without giving. 
John 3:16 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 
 
Application (How to be “Rich Towards God”) 
A. Ask 
1) ask God to be set free from love of money, decietfulness of riches 
Psalms 119:36 
Incline my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain! 
 
2) ask God to reveal to you the supreme value of Jesus over all earthly things 
Philippians 3:8 
Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ 
- see what God has done through the cross 
John 12:32 
And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 
 
3) ask God for grace to trust His promises that every need will be met. 
Philippians 4:19 
And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 
- He will meet every need (not every want) 
 
B. Give 
1) Give willingly 
2 Chronicles 25:2 (example of giving not willingly) 
And he did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, yet not with a whole heart. 
2 Corinthians 9:6-8 
The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. 
Contrast: 
- give willingly  
Exodus 35 (repeated reference to those who “gave willingly”) 
Exodus 35:20-21 
Then all the congregation of the people of Israel departed from the presence of Moses. And they 
came, everyone whose heart stirred him, and everyone whose spirit moved him, and brought the 
Lord's contribution to be used for the tent of meeting, and for all its service, and for the holy garments. 



 
2) Give thankfully 
- thanks and giving go together 
- we give as a reflection of being thankful to God as every blessing comes from Him. 
1 Chronicles 29:9-14 
Then the people rejoiced because they had given willingly, for with a whole heart they had offered 
freely to the Lord. David the king also rejoiced greatly. 
Therefore David blessed the Lord in the presence of all the assembly. And David said: “Blessed are 
you, O Lord, the God of Israel our father, forever and ever. Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the 
power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is 
yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Both riches and honor 
come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to 
make great and to give strength to all. And now we thank you, our God, and praise your glorious 
name. But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able thus to offer willingly? For all 
things come from you, and of your own have we given you. 
 
3) Give joyfully 
- cheerful - Greek word (“hilaras”) 
2 Corinthians 9:7 
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves 
a cheerful giver. 
2 Corinthians 8:1-5 (giving is not tied to circumstances) 
We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of 
Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have 
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave according to their means, as I can 
testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part 
in the relief of the saints— and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord 
and then by the will of God to us. 
 
4) Give purposely (and do so wisely, with discernment) 
1 Corinthians 15:58 
Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 
1 Corinthians 16:1-2 
Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to 
do. On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may 
prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come. 
 
- giving begins first to the local church 
Galatians 6:10 
So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the 
household of faith. 
Acts 4:34-35 
There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold 
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed 
to each as any had need. 
- Article Resource: “Should I give to My Local Church First...Or to other Ministries?” 
 
5) Give regularly (and faithfully) 
1 Corinthians 16:2 
On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may 
prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come. 



- consider giving as act of worship (not just part of monthly planned giving but more regularly as sign 
of worship to God) 
- consider as part of training your children to give an allowance where part is given to God as a 
symbol of worship. 
 
6) Give expectantly  
- give with a sense of expectation knowing that God will use it for His purposes and glory 
2 Corinthians 9:6 
The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. 
- it’s not what you keep in the barn that multiplies but rather what you sow 
Matthew 6:19-21 
Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 
break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also. 
1 Timothy 6:18-19 
They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus storing up 
treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which 
is truly life. 
 
7) Give sacrificially 
2 Samuel 24:24 
But the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will buy it from you for a price. I will not offer burnt offerings to 
the Lord my God that cost me nothing.” So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty 
shekels of silver. 
Mark 12:42-43 
And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny. And he called his 
disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those 
who are contributing to the offering box. 
 
Consider the example of Christ 
2 Corinthians 8:9  
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 
- “know” = experience in one’s heart and life (not merely knowledge in mind) 
Philippians 2:5-8 
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of 
a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
 
"He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose." (Jim Elliott) 
 
"If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to make for 
Him." (C.T. Studd) 
- note: God doesn’t need our giving but it is about you experiencing the joy grounded in Christ. 

 


